2016-17
ANNUAL REPORT
Bridging the gap from
surviving to thriving
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Dear friends and supporters,

The past year has shown us the determination and resilience of
refugees, immigrants, and underserved individuals in Louisville, KY,
and you have been an integral part of their successes! In spite of
immense challenges, the youth and adults who walk through the doors
of Americana are able to realize their potential and dreams.
I am proud to present this glimpse into the programs and services
offered to more than 5,000 individuals from over 100 countries and
invite you to recognize the impact you've had on the lives and stories
behind the statistics in this report.

As we celebrate these accomplishments, we continue to look forward
to the coming years, refining our holistic, community-based services. In
the next year, we are focusing on building the capacity of Americana to
serve Louisville's diverse residents, incorporating mentoring programs
for adults and youth, a mobile computer lab and more comprehensive
STEM curriculum, parental engagement for school-aged youth,
financial literacy components, and stronger community partnerships.
On behalf of the participants and staff at
Americana, thank you for making this
possible. Your compassion and
welcoming spirit help bridge the gap
from surviving to thriving for these
and so many more. We hope you
will continue to be part of this
important and incredible work!
Peace,
Edgardo Mansilla, Executive Director

Gregory Brotzge, Chair
President, Impact Government Relations
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Barry Gary, Co-Chair
Director of Staff Development, Norton Health Care
Shawn Adams, Treasurer
Manager, Blue and Co.
Maria Elbl, Secretary
Marketing Administrator/Innovation Projects, Brown-Forman Corporation
Aida Babahmetovic
Grant Manager, KentuckyOne Health
J. Barry Barker
Executive Director, TARC
Tom Bohnert
Vice-President of of Investments, Wells Fargo Advisors
Gregory Carroll
Senior Vice-President, PNC Bank
Katie Carter
Associate of Research, Policy and Information, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Chip Hancock
Senior Vice-President, Republic Bank
Eric Haner
Judge, District Court
Hillary Hargis
CPA, Crowe Horwath LLP
Gill Holland
Founder, Portland Investment Initiative
Sharon Landrum
President, Sharon Landrum Realty
Faustin Ndagijimana
Accountant, Strothman and Company
Ryan Simpson
Assistant Director of the Office of Diversity and Inclusion, University of Louisville
Charles Theiler, II
Partner, Sitlinger, McGlincy & Theiler Firm
David Vawter
Chief Creative Officer, Doe-Anderson Advertising

AMERICANA'S
MISSION

To provide holistic services to Louisville’s refugee, immigrant and
underserved population to build strong and healthy families, create a safe
and supportive community and help every individual realize their potential.

We help bridge the gap from surviving to thriving through education, family
support, youth achievement, and career and financial development.
Each year, we serve more than 5,000 people from over 100 countries in their
pursuits of better days and brighter futures.
We give them roots so they can begin to thrive.
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Who we're serving:

389

K-12 youth participated in
programming

That's 70 more youth than last year!

94%
are eligible for free and
94% reduced lunch

are refugees and immigrants

Their accomplishments:

3.14 average GPA
average school
97% attendance rate

For the 5th year in a row, 100%
of seniors graduated and
enrolled in higher education!

Did you know?
On average, foreign-born students
begin their U.S. education 4 grades
behind their peers!
137 languages are spoken within the
JCPS school system.

Engaging youth in out-of-school
time educational and enrichment
activities through the After School
Program, Summer Youth Program,
Creative Arts Program, and
Youth Coaching

14
completed
92% personal goals
teens participated
in Youth Coaching

Thank you to our community partners for their support!
Sarabande Writing Labs
Dare to Care
Jefferson Memorial Forest ECHO Rec
Fund for the Arts/Louisville Youth Choir
USTA Southern - Kentucky
4H Tech Wizards

Passionist Earth and Spirit Center
Good Choices - Holistic Wellness
Mama to Mama
USTA Southern - Kentucky
Kent School of Social Work - UofL
Spalding University

32

adults enrolled in our
pilot computer
literacy class

There are already 59 people on the waiting list.
Here's how you can help:
Volunteer to assist instructors
with classes
Tutor students to help them
learn skills
Donate to support this new,
growing program
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Computer Class

women currently
participate in Fiberworks

The Fiberworks program promotes the positive integration
of refugee and immigrant women into the Louisville
community through a shared interest in the fiber arts.

They made 1,000 tote bags for a
NCFL conference
Supplemental entrepreneurship and
financial literacy workshops have
been added
Passion projects such as backpacks,
aprons, and purses are now
available for purchase

Find Fiberworks products on
Etsy @ ACCFiberworks!

Community Garden

140

families have a
garden plot

That's a huge increase from last year when
only
families had a plot!
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On April 8th, we broke ground on Peaceful Eden, a new 2-acre community
garden in partnership with Common Earth Gardens. The opening day event
kicked off with blessings of the garden by the Burundi and Chin
communities. Volunteers helped the immigrant and refugee gardeners
spread the first layer of compost and create a vision for the sustainability of
the space.
In addition to the new garden plots, Peaceful Eden features expanded space
for the children's garden where students in the Youth Program learn about
nutrition, environmental education, and technology through a partnership
with Kentucky State University and 4-H Tech Wizards.

Peaceful Eden: a happy garden where families &
new friends grow food & make art and where
people are respected and help each other

100%
13
40

That's 115 parents and children!

of our early childhood participants
receive developmental assessment and,
if necessary, extra support to make sure
they are ready for Kindergarten
individuals received referrals to
social and mental health services
families received take-home learning
kits to help parents understand their
child’s development in addition to
strengths-based counseling and
coaching
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40

families in Family Education

One mom completed all of her goals for her family this year, going from
virtually being homeless with inconsistent employment to obtaining a fulltime job and an apartment. Now she is working to improve her English skills
with a personal tutor so she can find a better full-time job can in the future.
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Goals Completed
by Parents:

Transferred a child to
a better school
Bought a car for the
first time
Found a full-time job
Received citizenship
for the whole family
Enrolled children in
HeadStart

24

families participated
in Family Coaching

And completed
life goals!
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Adult Education is made possible by our
on-site partners, Jefferson County Public
School and Kentucky Refugee Ministries.

1,596
56
26
40%

adults enrolled in
adult education
classes

became U.S. citizens
earned a GED
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gained an ESL level

Other On-Site Partners include Family Health Centers,
Survivor of Torture Recovery Center, Louisville Asset
Building Coalition providing tax assistance, and multiple
community ethnic groups.

To find out more about how you can get involved,
visit our website: americanacc.org/volunteer.
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6,077
individual
220 volunteers
48 volunteer groups
volunteer projects
7 completed
volunteer hours
completed

On June 3rd, 2017, the community joined Americana at Iroquois Amphitheater
to celebrate the journeys, the cultures, and the people from all over the world
who call the Bluegrass home.

More than

2,500 individuals attended the festival
local and international vendors
63 participated

FINANCIAL REPORT
July 1, 2016 through June 30 2017
Support and Revenues
Donations/Fundraising
Grants and Community Contributions
Other Income (space rental, interest)
Total support and revenue

Expenses
Administration/Overhead
Advancement/Fundraising
Youth Program
Family Education Program
Adult Education
Community Empowerment

$63,695
$1,522,643
$74,370
$1,660,708

$76,342
$130,227
$331,167
$296,974
$106,659
$133,864
$1,075,233

AMERICANA DREAM CAMPAIGN
Americana is in the second year of our Americana Dream
Campaign; a 3-year, 6-point initiative that will help build a
sustainable financial infrastructure, which includes creating a
financial reserve, developing our Board of Directors, and increasing
the donor base. With the support from our local community, we have
had tremendous success (You can see our revenue is greater than
our expenses which is the reserve fund growing!).
We are well on our way to a new level of sustainability allowing us to
grow and serve our neighbors even more effectively.
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Program Partners
Jefferson County Public Schools
Kentucky Refugee Ministries
Common Earth Gardens
Louisville Asset Building Coalition
Fund for the Arts and Louisville Youth Choir
Mama to Mama
Jefferson Memorial Forest ECHO Rec Program
Kentucky State University
Dare to Care
Spalding University
University of Louisville School of Counseling

Community Partners
Louisville Grows
Kentucky Opera
Commonwealth Theater
Passionist Earth & Spirit Center
Legal Aid
Slowfood Bluegrass
BB&T Bank
Bank on Louisville
Kentucky Yoga Initiative
Crossroads Retreat
Exploited Children’s Help Organization
KHEAA
Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation District

On-Site Partners
Family Health Centers - Americana
Survivors of Torture Recovery Center
Hispanic Latino Coalition
Haitian Community (KAKY)
Liberian Community
Somali Community of Louisville
Burundian Community of Kentucky
Iraqi Community of Louisville

